
SERVICE OF WORSHIP 
    

SOUNDING THE CHURCH BELL 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

LIGHTING THE CANDLES 

PRELUDE                            Pianist Joe Cough    
 

GREETING AND CALL TO WORSHIP             

Leader: New life rises! 

All: That which rises, must first fall and die. 

Leader: Single grains merely remain as they are unless they are 

released to the ground. 

All: The grains of the earth that fall will multiply and nourish. 

Leader: Come, die to the self and live a life of service to the Living God. 

All: And God will raise us up anew. Amen. 

 

*OPENING HYMN  God Loved the World    vs. 1,2,4               #208 NCH  

1 God loved the world, and loving gave 

A wondrous gift, the lost to save, 

That all who would in Christ believe 

Should everlasting life receive. 

 2 Christ Jesus is the ground of faith, 

 Who was made flesh and suffered death; 

 All who confide in Christ alone 

 Are built on this chief cornerstone. 

  4 Be of good cheer, for God in Christ 

  Forgives the flock, by sin enticed, 

  And justified by Jesus’ blood, 

  Your baptism grants the highest good. 
 

SCRIPTURE READINGS Jeremiah 31:31-34 & Psalm 119:9-16 
 

PRAYER OF THE PEOPLE 

Leader: Sisters and brothers, as Jesus, in the days before his passion, 

offered prayers and supplications with loud cries and tears, let us pray 

for those who suffer, those who are in need, and those who seek 

reconciliation. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Leader: God of compassion, you know our faults and yet you 

promised to forgive. Keep us in your presence and give us your 

wisdom. Open our hearts to gladness, call dry bones to dance, and 

restore to us the joy of your salvation. Amen. 
 

SCRIPTURE READING      Psalm 51:1-12 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE 

All: God of love, we confess that our ego can all too often get in the 

way of our ability to serve you and others with our lives. Our false 

self is driven by our lack of trust in you to provide for our every 

need. We rely on our own strength. But, our true self can let go and 

be formed anew by your love. Forgive us our false ways and 

transform us and raise us to new life. Amen. 
 

Silent confession 
 

Leader: Friends, Jesus reminds us that those who serve him will have 

the assurance of his presence with them. Trust that you are forgiven, 

that new life rises, and that Jesus abides with you. In the name of 

Christ, Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO GENEROSITY 

Leader: As yeast rises to create bread, so do the rising of our gifts 

multiply the love of God in the life of the world. Give of your 

treasure, whatever it may be, however large or small. And trust God 

will use it for the building of the kingdom of God that is emerging 

among us. 
 

THE MORNING OFFERING  

 *Doxology  

   Praise God from whom all blessings flow 

   Praise God, all creatures here below. 

   Praise God for all that love has done, 

   Creator, Christ and Spirit one. 



PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

Leader: O God who causes our lives to rise, we lay down to you the 

abundance you have given us and allow it to fall so that you may 

multiply it to give life to your world. May it be so. Amen. 

 

*PRAYER RESPONSE 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,  

and to the Holy Ghost;  

as it was in the beginning, is now, 

 and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen. 
 

GOSPEL READING         John 12:20-33 
 

SERMON      Salvation is an Earthy Path                    Aram Mitchell 
 

CLOSING HYMN   My Song is Love Unknown      vs. 1,2,5    #222 NHC 

1 My song is love unknown, my Savior’s love to me. 

Love to the loveless shown, that they might lovely be. 

O who am I, that for my sake my God should take frail flesh and die? 

My God should take frail flesh and die? 

 2 God left the richest throne salvation to bestow; 

 But Christ as flesh and bone the world refused to know. 

 But, O my Friend, my Friend indeed, 

who at my need did life expend; who at my need did life expend. 

5 I sing my plain relief, one song my heart outpours: 

Never was pain nor grief, never was love like yours. 

This is my Friend in whose sweet praise 

I all my days could gladly spend; I all my days could gladly spend. 

 

*BENEDICTION  *Please stand if you are able. 
 

We remember in our prayers: Marsha Potter, Marie Cooper’s brother Mal Lux, 

Rev. Char’s mother Cora, Rose Young, Ron Leeman, Amy Poole, Joe Dee, 

Kathleen Grigg, George & Pat Greene, Jeff & Jeanne Sewall, Carol & Eric 

Johnsen, the Betancourt family, and our neighbors at the Edgecomb Green. 
Acknowledgements: Except where otherwise noted, music in today’s bulletin 

that is not in the public domain is reprinted/podcast/ streamed with 

permission under ONE LICENSE #A-739201. All rights reserved. 
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